
A Letter from Pastor Larry Russell 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

This past Sunday was a near disaster as Zoom experienced a crash almost 

everywhere, making gathering and worship difficult if not impossible. Perhaps 

because ours was the last in a recurring meeting schedule, we had just enough 

contact to worship, though far less than ideally. God bless those of you who 

stayed the course, and thank you for your patience. Today, Zoom seems to be 

working perfectly.  

As you all are well aware, our church buildings have been shuttered since 

March 15th. To unending debate, economies, communities and churches are 

looking for ways to return to public life together. A significant contingent of the 

populace is taking this as permission to resume life as if Covid-19 was nothing 

more than a mere nuisance. They point to flattening curves and a daily count of 

disease incidence and deaths as proof. Many faithful Christians claim God’s 

divine protection. Many of these folks refuse to wear face coverings or maintain 

proper social distancing. Some claim the pandemic is a political invention, a 

hoax. But I assure you of this, these are not the thoughts of our doctors, nurses, 

medical scientists and other frontline workers. Nor are these the thoughts of the 

friends and families of the nearly 90,000 dead (to date) in the U.S. and the 

315,000 plus that have died worldwide, or the families of those who have 

fortunately recovered. And keep this in mind; there is no treatment and no 

preventative vaccine for Covid-19, nothing to prevent it or cure it. The only things 

that have kept contagion and deaths as low as they are (at the moment) are social 

distancing, testing and contact tracing, persistent washing of hands with soap 

and water, not touching your mouth, ears or nose, as well as wearing masks in 

public.  

We have also learned much about how the disease spreads. It spreads through 

large and fine droplets expelled through coughing, sneezing, talking, singing and 

mouth breathing. Depending on the rate of expulsion, infected droplets can travel 

up to 15 feet (more with the help of fans indoors and wind outdoors). The 

droplets can land on various surfaces and remain contagious for longer periods of 

time. And most importantly, time of exposure is often critical. If a single 

unprotected person attends a gathering of people even partially unprotected for 5 

minutes or longer, the chance for contagion rises exponentially, especially in an 

enclosed space. All of these things make for the challenges of returning to public 

worship, especially in our indoor sanctuaries and meeting rooms.  

So let’s apply this knowledge to any plan to resume live public worship in our 

sanctuaries and/or outdoor worship. These are listed in no particular order. 



 Masks must be worn. 

 No congregational singing. Singing propels droplets even further than 

coughing or sneezing. The reason you can’t sing with your mask on is that 

it impedes breathing and greatly increases the amount of carbon dioxide 

inhaled which could lead someone to pass out. 

 No hugging or hand shaking. 

 If a bathroom is used, all areas of touch must be cleaned immediately. 

 Holy Communion will consist of individual cups and wafers. 

 No coffee hour. 

 Adult Sunday School remains online. 

 No Passing of the Peace. 

 Social distancing must be carefully maintained. 

 All meetings remain online. 

 No Offering plates passed. Available baskets or plates at the back of the 

sanctuary. 

 All tissue boxes, hymnals, Bibles, etc. removed and stored.  

 No paper bulletins. Everything will be on the PowerPoint. 

What all of this means is that return to our sanctuaries and meeting rooms 

during a time of continued pandemic will be hard work and will lack many of the 

familiar components that make the public worship experience the outpouring of 

God’s love that it is intended to be. I know what we all want to happen. I simply 

suggest that it has to happen in God’s time frame, not ours. 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Larry 

 

 

 

Larry Russell is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom 

meeting! 

Topic: Sunday Service 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84607927517?pwd=MURTTW1hK2

dvSzN6M0VLZmxjclJhZz09 

Meeting ID: 846 0792 7517 

Password: Worship 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,84607927517#,,1#,484303# US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 846 0792 7517 

Mobile Call-in Password: 484303 



Ministers: The Congregation; Pastor: Lawrence (Larry) 

Russell; Liturgist: Brian Killam; Accompanist: Lori 

Oakes & Elaine Pierce Singers: Pastor Larry, Lori, 

Andy & Elaine 

Pastor Larry’s Contact Information 

Phone: 585-365-5810 

Email: holyspiritrevival51@gmail.com 

Pastor Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8am-noon  

(Check with Corine) 

 

Order of Worship May 24, 2020 

 

Pre-worship Video Praise         “God of All My Days” 

  “You Raise Me Up” 

Welcome         

Announcements   

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

L: May the peace of Christ be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

Prelude                   “The Prayer”             Video 

Call to Worship 

L: Christ has been raised from the dead and has now 

the ascendancy over all things. 

P: He has been made God’s right hand Person, 

outranking all earthly rulers and authorities, 

above every other name in this world and the 

next. 

L: Let those who love God be joyful; 

P: let them celebrate together before God, let 

them be jubilant with happiness! 

L: Christ Jesus is the head of his body, the church, 

filled with the fullness of the God who fills all things. 

P: Sing praises to God, all nations on earth, for 

God’s power and glory last forever and ever. 

Amen! 

Opening Prayer/Confession 

Glory be to you, great reconciling God, in 

you our Lord Jesus found his guide and goal. 

Encouraged by his Spirit, we come to you with 

thanksgiving and praise. Draw us closer to you 

that we may be closer to each other, and closer 

to each other that we may be closer to you. As 

we seek your blessing on this gathering, we 

also pray for your blessing on all other 

congregations who will gather on this Lord’s 

Day. Help us to find a unity in praise and in 

outreach. We long for the day when the world 

will say of us: “See how well these Christians 

love one another.’ Then shall Christ Jesus be 

truly glorified on earth, and our earthly songs 

shall echo the music of heaven. 

Merciful God, please show us ourselves as 

you see us. Give us insight into the fractured 

Church at the present time that we may be 

capable of genuine repentance and renewal. 

Convict us of all sins of indifference, prejudice, 



self-righteousness, enmity or sectarian 

egotism. If we need gentle rebuke, please do 

that for us. If we need confronting and 

breaking down, then please do that for us. If we 

need healing and then painful rehab therapy, 

please take us in hand and exercise us for your 

glory. Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

My sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, know this 

for certain: There is no personal or churchly sin that 

lies outside the remedy of Christ’s love on the cross. 

There is no evil that cannot be conquered by the 

resurgent power of the risen and exalted Lord. 

To those who turn from darkness to light there is 

forgiveness and a new day, accept from the hands of 

God the free gift of liberation and healing. It is yours 

for the taking. 

P: Thanks be to God! 

Hymn               “Nearer, My God, to Thee”  Andy/Elaine 

Cares and Concerns/Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer 

Time with our Children 

Our Tithes and Offerings 

Offertory Music             

Elaine 

Offertory Response         #95(Pastor) 

*Hymn            “Lift Every Voice and Sing”        Video 

Scripture            1 Peter 4:12-5:11 

Gospel         John 17:1-12 

Sung Response             Gloria Patri                #70(Pastor) 

Sermon          “Jesus Prays for the Church” Pastor Larry 

Hymn         “Seek Ye First”          Lori 

Benediction     Acts 1:6-14 (Pastor) 

 “Go Now in Peace”        Andy 

 

 

LONG-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS: 

Our congregation, Bishop Mark Webb, District 

Superintendent Rev. Mike Weeden, Pastor Larry 

Russell, United Methodist Churches and their 

communities, Upper NY Cabinet, Soldiers in uniform 

and their families: Fran Masuicca, Andrew Gemmell, 

Freida Janacek, Johnny Lewis, Stella McCabe, Sharon 

Reese, Nancy Ridgeway, Mary Ann Reed, Kevin 

Seabury, Brooke Grant, Amy Waterman-Albrecht, Betsy 

Murphy, Pat Atkinson, Austin Miller, Charlie Peter, 

Shelly Feil, Rev. Nancy Russell, Rev. Larry Russell, Barb 

Fallows, Ember Yawn  

SHORT-TERM PRAYER CONCERNS: 
Week of May 17: Peggy Hoy 

Prayer Chain Requests: 
Please contact Irene Fuller 315.387.3372 or Elaine 

Pierce 315.298.4086 with your prayer requests, or if 

you would like to be part of the Prayer Chain Ministry. 


