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More than Mere Musings from the Mind of Pastor Larry 
Often in my teaching, I will say that every time I open the Bible I am struck by something 

in a different way or something takes on a new meaning that I hadn’t noticed or thought of 

before. Also, the insights of biblical scholarship help bring out the meaning of the text in a way 

that helps apply it in our lives today. 

As Methodists, we often refer to the Wesleyan Quadrilateral. It is a way of approaching 

matters of theology and practice that is fourfold: Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience. 

Through the years, I have changed in my understanding in a number of areas of life and 

theology. As I reflect on those changes, I am aware that in some cases what first drove me to a 

deeper study of scripture was something I experienced as a pastor. 

In relation to the topic of this article, it has been the experience of being a pastor to and 

in ministry with deeply committed, gifted, and called LGBTQ+ people and their parents, 

grandparents, and other family members and friends. I did not come to the place of believing 

in and advocating for full inclusion overnight. It was a process for me that involved learning 

about sexual orientation and gender identity. Even more important was getting to know actual 

people and their experience. 

In this relatively brief article, I would like to show you how someone can have both a 

high view of scriptural authority while at the same time believing that LGBTQ+ people and 

their relationships can be in harmony with God’s purposes for human sexuality. That may not 

be where you are in this, but I hope to help you see how others come to a different 

conclusion. 

There are only six verses in the Bible that seem to address homosexuality. Sometimes 

these six verses used to defend the “traditional” view on homosexuality are called “clobber 

verses,” or as Steve Chalke, a British Baptist minister and theologian, calls them, “the six 



bullets in the gun.” Such descriptions of these verses speak to the pain our LGBTQ+ brothers 

and sisters report experiencing when fellow Christians use these verses in a way that feels 

condemning. 

So, my goal in this article is simply to take a look at these verses, bringing to bear the 

tools of  biblical interpretation that we use everywhere else in scripture. As we do with any 

other passages of scripture we study, we look at historical context, the culture of the biblical 

writers, textual issues, like translation, along with our best current understanding of science 

and human nature. In any case, I hope and pray that we can stop using the Bible in a way that 

feels like a weapon.  

Context Holds the Keys to Understanding 

In the area of context, most of the references in the six verses people tend to cite to 

condemn homosexuality are, while somewhat sexual in nature, actually more about idolatry, 

lust, abuse of power, and dominance — more akin to the dynamics of rape than about 

homosexuality itself: 

 

 Genesis 19:5, the infamous “Sodom & Gomorrah passage,” when considered against the 

earlier reference to these “sister cities” in Genesis 13:13, we remember that the people of 

Sodom were called “wicked, great sinners against the Lord.” But what exactly was the source 

of their wickedness? Was it what we’ve been led to believe it was? Not really. In fact, the 

description of their guilt hits way too close to home: Ezekiel 16:49, 50 spells their 

“wickedness” out quite clearly: “This was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her 

daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and 

needy. They were haughty, and did abominable things before me; therefore I removed them 

when I saw it.” 

So, they were prideful, prosperous, lived lives of ease, had more than enough and 

ignored the needs of the poor. In fact, this abominable behavior was so rampant in these cities 

that Jesus used “the land of Sodom” as an example when he condemned the indifference of 

Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. He said, “But I say to you that it will be better for the 

land of Sodom on the Judgment Day than it will be for you.” (Matthew 11:24) 

This story of Sodom in Genesis 19 in reality is more about rape — sexual violence — 

than about homosexuality. In that truly horrific story, the men of Sodom demand that Lot send 

out his guests — messengers of God — so that they can rape them. That’s terrible, but even 

more horrific is Lot offering up his two virgin daughters to be raped instead. A plain reading of 

the story in no way condemns a loving, consensual, committed relationship between two 

adults. 

 Next we come to Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13, in which “Levitical Laws” that were written 

for a people struggling for survival (they were literally running for their lives out of Egypt) are 



selectively chosen for their references to “lying with a male as with a woman” to shore up a 

belief that homosexuality is an “abomination” punishable by death. 

In the context of the time and circumstance it was written, this reference many people 

stand upon as irrefutable Biblical evidence against homosexuality isn’t as much about being 

gay or about homosexual love as it is about Israel being different from the surrounding 

nations. Levitical laws were written by priests for the nation of Israel to make Jews different 

from other nations whose lands they were about to take over. There was certainly no 

understanding of orientation or of the possibility of a loving,committed same-sex relationship. 

Today we ignore most of these Levitical laws. Otherwise, you won’t eat shrimp (Leviticus 

11:10), you won’t wear garments that are blends of two different fabrics (Leviticus 19:19), and 

you won’t get that tattoo. (Leviticus 19:28). One wonders then why this one law gets elevated 

as it does in this conversation. 

 Romans 1. This brings us to Paul’s reference to same-sex behavior in Romans: 

1:27. Going back to the context of that time, we’re talking about a period of extreme Roman 

indulgence of every kind, demonstrated most keenly by Gaius Caligula, the Roman emperor in 

power just before Paul wrote this text. 

In fact, noted theologian Dr. Neil Elliott calls Gaius, “‘Exhibit A’ for out-of-control lust.” 

Gaius was also known to be violent, vindictive, and cruel, known for his countless instances of 

incest, sexual abuse and humiliation of both men and women, even including his own sisters. 

It’s no wonder then, that there was a conspiracy to murder him; he was, in fact, stabbed 

through his genitals. 

This is disturbing, to say the least, but important because it indeed adds a little more 

context to Paul’s writing in Romans 1:27: “Men committed shameless acts with men and 

received in their own person the due penalty for their error.”  

John Wesley, in his Explanatory Notes on the New Testament, says of 1:26 concerning 

the “vile affections” (KJV): “To which the heathen Romans were then abandoned to the last 

degree; and none more than the emperors themselves.” 

Paul is writing to the church in Rome. Though Paul had never visited the church there, 

there were apparently some Christians in the church who had fallen back into their worship of 

pagan gods, which involved sexual acts as part of the pagan worship with male and female 

prostitutes during religious festival and rituals. 

So, this passage isn’t about homosexual orientation — they had no such understanding 

at that time—or a committed, loving same- gender relationship. Rather it refers to idolatry, 

insatiable lust, abuse of power, the abuse of people for one’s own gratification, and the lowest 

forms of depravity. 

Again quoting Steve Chalke, in this passage, “Idolatry, promiscuity and shrine 

prostitution are what Paul is addressing — not same- sex relationships between faithful and 

committed partners.” 



 Now we come to 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, which is perhaps the most objectionable misuse 

of the scripture most commonly used to condemn LGBTQ+ people. It is also the scripture most 

correlated to the rise in gay suicide — especially among young people. And all of this is 

because of a fundamental translation misunderstanding of two words in Paul’s letter to 

theCorinthians. If you compare translations side-by-side, you can see how widely they vary. 

The first word, malakoi, is translated as “effeminate” in the King James version. 

However, going back to its original Greek, it actually means “soft,” and was used in this way to 

describe fine clothing in several other places in the Bible. Putting this translation into context, 

what it really means is weak, spineless, lazy, or unable to stand up against injustice or 

something that truly matters. 

The second word, arsenkoitai, is an unusual word in Greek. It is a compound word that 

has been translated in a number of ways — sometimes simply translated as “sodomites,” 

which is doubly misleading. The word roughly translates as “male-bedders.” 

Because this translation most likely refers to temple prostitution or to the heinous 

practice of keeping young boys as sex slaves, none of it has anything to do with homosexuality 

as we understand it today or our LGBTQ+ friends, neighbors, loved ones, and colleagues 

seeking to live in a committed relationship and be good neighbors and faithful members of our 

faith community. 

 

Perhaps The Message translation best captures Paul’s meaning: “Unjust people who 

don’t care about God will not be joining in his kingdom. Those who use and abuse each other, 

use and abuse sex, use and abuse the earth and everything in it, don’t qualify as citizens in 

God’s kingdom.” 

 Finally, there’s 1 Timothy 1:9-10, in which the word, arsenkoitai, is used again, 

and talks of the “lawless and disobedient,” “godless and sinful,” “unholy and profane.” Once 

again, we’re talking about all manner of violent and abusive behavior — which aligns much 

more with the translation of arsenkoitai as referring more to abuse of power, harm, and 

exploitation of others. 

Again, The Message translation may capture it best: “It’s obvious, isn’t it, that the law 

code isn’t primarily for people who live responsibly, but for the irresponsible, who defy all 

authority, riding roughshod over God, life, sex, truth, whatever!” 

Just as I pointed out in the discussion of Levitical law, we also have interpreted New 

Testament passages for our time and understand them as relevant in their context, but not in 

ours. For example, 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 says, “Women should remain silent in the churches. 

They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the law says. If they want to 

inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for 

a woman to speak in the church.” 



In the past, the passage was used in the Methodist Church to keep women from being 

ordained. How many gifted women whom God called to ministry never had their call examined 

and affirmed by the church because of the lack of interpretation of the passage in the context 

of what was going on in the church in Corinth? We know better now. 

There are other passages that we understand in context and do not follow: We wear 

jewelry, braid hair, and wear some pretty fine clothing, even though 1 Peter 3:3 says, “Do not 

adorn yourselves outwardly by braiding your hair, and by wearing gold ornaments or fine 

clothing.” We have our savings accounts, our investments, our 401K’s, even though Jesus said 

in Matthew 6:19, “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust 

destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal.” 

We love our families, but we are confronted by Jesus’ words in Luke 14:26, “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters — 

yes, even their own life — such a person cannot be my disciple.” And, what do we do with 

these words of Jesus in Luke 14:33? “…those of you who do not give up everything you have 

cannot be my disciples.” My point is that scripture must always be interpreted in every time 

and every place. 

There are, of course, reams of research and writings and opinions on this topic, but 

more important, there are a lot of people who have been unnecessarily hurt by the misuse of 

scripture to condemn who they are. 

I don’t believe that most people who understand scripture in a different way and 

believe that homosexual practice is “incompatible with Christian teaching” are hateful. I don’t 

believe that they intend to harm anyone (but they do). As a pastor I have heard from many 

their expressions of pain and the feelings of being considered as a person to be “incompatible 

with Christian teaching.” 

As we study and discern, we cannot lose sight of other really important matters on 

which we surely all agree. There are more than 2000 scriptures that deal with poverty — the 

poor, wealth and poverty, and social justice. Jesus continues to call us — as he did the religious 

people of his day — to pay attention to “the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy 

and faith.” (Matthew 23:23) 

I conclude by reminding us once again of the following. Our Lord summed up all the 

scriptures with just two commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and firstcommandment. And 

a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang 

all the lawand the prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40) 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Larry 

 

 



Long-Term Prayer Concerns: 
Our congregation, Bishop Mark Webb, District Superintendent Rev. Mike Weeden, Rev. 

Larry Russell, United Methodist Churches and their communities, Upper NY Cabinet, 

Soldiers in uniform and their families: Fran Masuicca, Andrew Gemmell, Freida 

Janacek, Paul Lasher, Johnny Lewis, Stella McCabe, Sharon Reese, Nancy Ridgeway, 

Mary Ann Reed, Kevin Seabury, Brooke Grant, Amy Waterman-Albrecht, Lena Sinesi 

Fitzgerald, Betsy Murphy, Pat Atkinson, Austin Miller, Charlie Peter, Rev. Nancy Russell  
 

Short-Term Prayer Concerns:  
Ian Ingersol, Luke Corron, Ryan Haynes, Bernard Ganzmann 

 
August Birthdays & Anniversaries*

2 Noelanie (Ella) Foster             

   Lewis Kibling 

3 Jennie Setzer 

   Barb & Jim Joslyn* 

4 Richard & Edie Joyner* 

   Brian MacVean                    

5 MaryJane Burke          

   Lynn & Tammy Miller*

6 Richard Joyner 

7 Amy Phillips   

   Sean Hennigan      

8 Denise Yerdon        

17 John & Christine Ashby* 

18 Orrin & Corine  

Mautz-Burnett* 

20 Sherry Glazier  

23 Lyndon Glazier 

26 Tim Ridgeway   

27 Don Witter 

28 Andy & Elaine Pierce* 

29 Bart Cheney 

30 Jim Comstock 

 

Friendship Thrift Shoppe 
Peggy Manchester 

Sales have picked up. Lots of summer folks coming in to check us out and we are 

hearing lots of comments on how clean and well kept the Shop is. 

Thanks to all the garage sales and people bringing in the items that they did not 

sell…this helps us greatly and we sincerely appreciate them. 

A few months ago I spoke about the possibility of us getting a new garage building and 

tearing down the old one. The purpose of this was to give us more storage room. Well the 

estimates came in and we, the Board of Directors, decided the price was a bit more than we 

had anticipated. When all was said and done…we would have a new building and possibly it 

would be more “user friendly” but we would not gain any square footage. The decision was 

made to scrap this idea and purchase a 10 X 14 shed from the Storage Shed folks on Route 

11 in Sandy Creek. This shed will be coming in the next few weeks. We will use it to store all 

the Christmas trees, wreaths and other large items that are donated to us. After the shed 

comes, Frank will knock out the wall in the garage to open up a bit more space for us. This 

wall has divided the garage into the main part and a closet. This won’t increase our space a 

lot but every little bit helps. 

We are a busy group of people and appreciate everyone’s help, prayers and donations! 

 

 



UMW Meeting 
Jan Witter 

At the July UMW meeting Treasurer Sandy Comstock reported a balance of over 
$4000. 

As we see the mission of the UMW to serve others, not to raise money, we looked for 
missions to support. Elaine Pierce had already shared a request from UMCOR for funds to 
serve immigrants being held in camps. As this spoke to us as a need we should support, we 
voted to send $1000 to UMCOR for this project. 

For nearly a year we have been exploring making kits for Days for Girls, an 
organization which sends kits of reusable menstrual supplies to girls in developing countries. 
Sandy Comstock got us registered to make the kits, made a sample one following very 
specific instructions, and submitted it for approval. It was not approved, with very picky 
criticisms. We felt that, while Sandy might be able to meet their standards, as a group project 
we would not be able to. Research has shown other groups support similar projects without 
the strict (unrealistic?) standards, and we will explore working with one of these groups. 
Also at the July meeting we heard from a Response article how the lack of paid family leave 
impacts some families and participated in the program “The Sacred Space of Rest and Self 
Care”. 

 
 Adult Sunday School   

Sandra Comstock  
  

Please join us on Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Narthex (Coffee Hour 

area) for a discussion group on current events. Our group uses material supplied by The 

Wired Word and helps us “to relate the messages contained in Scripture passages to current 

headlines.” If you would like to view a sample lesson go to The Wired Word’s website 

www.thewiredword.com. 

All adults are welcome! Each lesson is independent so you can join in anytime! We 

have the coffee pot on for you! 
 

Knitting Bible Study 

Sandy Comstock 

Proverbs 31:13 

“She shops for the best yarns. She enjoys knitting (and crochet).” 

Our Knitting Group will be taking the summer off from meetings. This does not mean 

that we will suspend our knitting. Some of us like to sit poolside and knit a hat or a knocker or 

maybe even a scarf. We will resume our meeting in the Fall. Probably September 11th. 

Blanket and shawls are still available for you to take. They are in the corner of the 

Sloane Room behind the door. Please help yourself. There are also cards and gift bags 

available for you to use. See you in the Fall!! Think about it! 

Col 2:2 

“May your hearts be joined together, being knit together in love.” 
 



UMW Picnic 
Jan Witter 

All the women of the church are invited to the UMW picnic on August 8 at the home of Sandy 
Comstock. We will each bring a dish to pass. The group will gather at 5:00 and eat a bit later. 
Come for good food, good fellowship and (hopefully) the good summer weather of an August 
evening. 

 

Crafty Saturdays 
Elaine Pierce 

 

CRAFTY SATURDAYS are moving.  They will now be held on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month, with the exception of the month of December.  That month it will remain on the 1st Saturday.  

So, what exactly can you do on a CRAFTY SATURDAY?  The answer is pretty much anything. 

We have lots of tables and lots of room for you to spread out all your necessary materials. 

You have 12 hours to spend on your project(s) if you choose to be there all day.  You can 
come for however long you wish. There is always good conversation and laughter as we share each 
other’s work and talk about what we are doing. 
 
We usually have 1, 2 or sometimes 3 projects that you can participate in if you choose:   
1.  We always have Christmas boxes to wrap for the Friendship Shop Community Christmas     
project. 
2.  We have material to make tied blankets to go to children in the foster care system. 
3.  Sometimes we have a guest crafter. 
 

And then, of course, there is eating.  Lunch is provided by one of our excellent church cooks at 
the cost of $7.00.  Dinner depends on the number we still have present.  If the number is small, we 
usually order out. 

Did I say anywhere in here that this is for women only?  No, I did not.  Men, you are welcome. 
Children are welcome accompanied by an adult.   
 
CRAFTY SATURDAYS are a project of our United Methodist Women.  The registration fees  
go toward any expenses we have for the day and then to support our missions.   
 
Registration Fees:    
$4.00 for those who register by the Thursday before the scheduled Saturday 
$6.00 for those who register after that Thursday 
No registration fee for those working on church or community projects 
No registration fee for children attending with an adult 
 
CRAFTY SATURDAY DATES FOR 2019 - 2020 
September 14  October 12   November 9   December 7 
January 11   February 8   March 14   April 11 
May 9    June 13 
 
Please contact Elaine Pierce with questions or to register. 
315-298-4086



 


